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recently, this one from a Korean War
veteran and his wife in Alderson, WV.
They were upset to learn that when the
wife turned 65, she lost all of her
CHAMPVA benefits. As a result, she
was forced to pay more than $300 per
month for her diabetes and heart medi-
cations, in addition to all the other
new costs for care not covered by Medi-
care. With Social Security and dis-
ability compensation as their only in-
come, this couple is struggling to ab-
sorb this enormous new expense in
their modest budget. The husband, a
100-percent disabled veteran, wrote
poignantly to me, ‘‘. . . it would help
us out so much if CHAMPVA would
continue to cover my wife’s medical
care.’’

In closing, I thank the Gold Star
Wives Association for their dedication
and for bringing this issue to my atten-
tion. We must never forget that the
costs of military service are borne not
only by the servicemember alone, but
by their families as well.

I hope the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs will expedite passage of this bill
out of committee. CHAMPVA bene-
ficiaries are depending upon it.

f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the

close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
March 27, 2001, the Federal debt stood
at $5,736,074,141,495.08, five trillion,
seven hundred thirty-six billion, sev-
enty-four million, one hundred forty-
one thousand, four hundred ninety-five
dollars and eight cents.

One year ago, March 27, 2000, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,731,796,000,000, five
trillion, seven hundred thirty-one bil-
lion, seven hundred ninety-six million.

Five years ago, March 27, 1996, the
Federal debt stood at $5,069,500,000,000,
five trillion, sixty-nine billion, five
hundred million).

Ten years ago, March 27, 1991, the
Federal debt stood at $3,460,809,000,000,
three trillion, four hundred sixty bil-
lion, eight hundred nine million.

Fifteen years ago, March 27, 1986, the
Federal debt stood at $1,981,848,000,000,
one trillion, nine hundred eighty-one
billion, eight hundred forty-eight mil-
lion, which reflects a debt increase of
almost $4 trillion—$3,754,226,141,495.08,
three trillion, seven hundred fifty-four
billion, two hundred twenty-six mil-
lion, one hundred forty-one thousand,
four hundred ninety-five dollars and
eight cents, during the past 15 years.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMADA FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise to

congratulate the residents of Armada
and the Armada Free Public Library on
the occasion of its one-hundredth anni-
versary. Residents in my home State of
Michigan will be gathering this Sun-
day, April 1, 2001 to celebrate this im-
portant milestone.

The Armada Free Public Library is a
dynamic community institution, with

a proud tradition of serving the needs
of all residents of the growing commu-
nity in which it is located. This com-
mitment to community service is
manifested in the library’s efforts to
provide access to over 25,000 books and
many periodicals, as well as access the
World Wide Web. In addition, the Ar-
mada Free Public Library serves as a
barrier-free gathering place for com-
munity and civic groups.

The Armada Free Public Library was
established on April 1, 1901. It was on
this day that village residents ap-
proved a mill tax to fund the library by
a resounding vote of 144 to 48. The li-
brary opened on August 10th of the
same year with 87 books on its shelves.

In the ensuing years, the library
grew from these humble origins to con-
tinue serving the needs of area resi-
dents. In particular, the early library
emphasized its ability to serve as a
meeting place for conferences, clubs
and children located in this bustling
farming community. Given its central
role in the community, it is only nat-
ural that as Armada grew the Free
Public Library needed to grow with it.
Were it not for the efforts of philan-
thropists and concerned voters, the Ar-
mada Free Public Library may not
have reached this historic anniversary.
A grant provided by the Carnegie’s en-
abled the library to move into a new
facility in 1915, and subsequent efforts
by local voters and philanthropists,
such as the estate of the late Elizabeth
Pomeroy, ensured both the growth of
the library and its continued economic
viability.

Mr. President, I have mentioned only
a small portion of the dynamic history
of the Armada Free Public Library and
the many ways in which the library has
remained committed to this commu-
nity. I know my colleagues will join me
in honoring the Armada Free Public
Library for its service to the people of
Armada and the State of Michigan.∑

f

RECOGNITION OF ROSARY HIGH
SCHOOL

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize Rosary High School’s out-
standing accomplishments and to con-
gratulate them on their 40th anniver-
sary and rededication which will take
place on April 29, 2001.

Originally Archbishop Joseph Ritter
dedicated the building for Rosary High
School in St. Louis on April 29, 1962.
Since its first graduating class in 1965,
Rosary High school has proudly grad-
uated 8,000 students. Over the years its
students have done an outstanding job
of serving the St. Louis community by
completing more than 100 hours of
community service per student.

Rosary High School continues to
maintain an excellent academic record
with average ACT scores that are
above the state and national norms.
Fifty percent of their graduating class
has received scholarships to college.

Rosary High School has excelled in
their athletic programs. Over the past
40 years they have repeatedly won the
State championship in soccer, as well

as championships in volleyball and bas-
ketball.

Rosary High School is an exemplary
High School. The School, faculty, and
students are an asset to the St. Louis
community. It is my sincerest hope
that the next forty years are as suc-
cessful as the last.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA MULROY
∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to honor a distinguished Nevadan, a
good person and a good friend, Patricia
Mulroy. Pat will be receiving the Na-
tional Jewish Medical and Research
Center’s Humanitarian Award on April
28, 2001.

The Humanitarian Award honors peo-
ple who have made significant civic
and charitable contributions, people
who have chosen to devote their lives
to making their communities better
places to live.

Pat first moved to Las Vegas in 1974,
and began making her mark almost as
soon as she arrived as a young student
at the University of Nevada-Las Vegas
by being admitted to Phi Kappa Phi
and being listed in Who’s Who in Amer-
ican Colleges and Universities.

After college, Pat began her career in
public service by working in the Clark
County Manager’s Office. She was ap-
pointed the county’s first Justice
Court Administrator in 1984, and later
was appointed General Manager of the
Las Vegas Valley Water District.

Those of us who live in the south-
western United States know how im-
portant, and scarce, water is to our
States. Pat took over as General Man-
ager of the Water District during one
of the most difficult periods in South-
ern Nevada’s water history, a year
when the community began growing at
the rate of 3000 to 5000 resident’s per
month, a trend which has only in-
creased. In response, in 1991, Pat was
appointed the first General Manager
for the Southern Nevada Water Au-
thority, an agency created by the state
legislature to oversee competing gov-
ernmental interest in water.

Since then, Pat has become known
nationally as an expert on water
issues. She is a member of the Amer-
ican Water Works Association and cur-
rently sits on the Board of Directors of
the Association of Metropolitan Water
Agencies. In 1992 she helped found and
was the original chairman of the West-
ern Urban Water Coalition. She is also
a member of the Colorado River Water
Users Association and has served on its
Board of Directors. She serves on the
Desert Research Institute Research
Foundation Board of Trustees and re-
ceived the University and Community
College System of Nevada Board of Re-
gents’ 1999 Distinguished Nevadan
Award.

Those of us who have had the privi-
lege of knowing Pat personally know
her as more than a public advocate and
expert on water issues. We also know
her as a loving wife to her husband
Robert, a devoted mother of two chil-
dren, Ryan and Kelley, and a leader
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